FORT WORTH.

What to Know About Potential High Water Areas (PHWA)

Potential High Water Areas (PHWA) are Non-FEMA Flood Risk
Areas caused by natural drainage patterns where flooding is likely
to occur. The City of Fort Worth uses PHWA mapping as advisory
areas to inform residents and developers about flood risk.

What's the difference between a PHWA and a City Flood Risk Area (CFRA)?

City Flood Risk Areas (CFRA) are Non-FEMA areas caused by undersized or outdated drainage infrastructure. CFRA
maps will be used to regulate future development in areas prone to flooding. PHWA maps will inform residents of

potential flooding in the area.

Are developments within a PHWA regulated?

Yes, developments within PHWAs and CFRAs are regulated to minimize flood risk to new structures, including homes
and businesses. The Fort Worth City Council will consider recommended updates to the Floodplain Provisions
Ordinance and Stormwater Criteria Manuel in early 2023. When adopted, new regulations will take effect approximately

60 days later.

How will PHWA and CFRA mapping impact
property values?

Flood damage can significantly impact property values,
but flood mapping can lead to safer, more sustainable
development. Mapping equips property owners, buyers
and planners with information to minimize potential flood
risk and protect their investments.

Will FEMA evaluate CFRA or PHWA maps to
classify as a FEMA floodplain?

No, FEMA uses its own flood risk estimation process to
define flood risk and insurance requirements that are
unique to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Do homeowners and realtors have to disclose if a
home is in a PHWA when selling property?

Since January 1, 2022, the State of Texas requires sellers, in
some instances, to disclose whether the property they are
selling is at risk for flooding or has experienced flooding.
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